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Ontario's  Brownfield  Reforms 

3.    Strengthened  Standards 

Ontario  has  amended  O.  Reg.153/04  (Records  of  Site  Condition  -  Part  XV.l  of  the  Act), 
made  under  the  Environmental  Protection  Act. 

A  series  of  fact  sheets  provides  an  overview  of  the  regulatory  changes: 

1.  Enhanced  Record  of  Site  Condition  Integrity 

2.  Streamlined  Risk  Assessment 

3.  Strengthened  Standards 

4.  Complementary  Amendments  to  Ontario  Regulation  153/04 

5.  Implementation  and  Transition 

Strengthened  Soil  and  Ground  Water  Site  Condition  Standards 

Site  condition  standards,  in  the  "Soil,  Ground  Water  and  Sediment  Standards  for  Use 
Under  Part  XV.l  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Act,  March  9,  2004",  were  based 
on  science  available  prior  to  1996  and  required  updating. 

Draft  updated  standards  and  rationale  were  posted  to  the  Environmental  Registry  in 
March  2007.  Brownfields  stakeholders  and  an  expert  panel  reviewed  the  standards  and 
provided  comments.  Revised  standards  were  posted  in  October  2008  with  the 
amendments  to  Reg.  153/04.  The  new  standards  reflect  changes  made  as  a  result  of 
comments  received  from  both  postings  and  consultations  with  stakeholders  and  the 
brownfields  redevelopment  community. 

The  amendments  update  standards  to  reflect  advances  in  science,  strengthen  protection  of 
human  health  and  the  environment  and  increase  confidence  in  RSCs. 

The  changes  including  the  following: 

•  Improved  models  for  soil  and  ground  water 

•  Protection  for  additional  ecological  species 
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•  Updated  toxicity  information 

•  New  standards  developed  for  several  contaminants: 

•  Dichlorodifluoromethane 

•  Dioxane  - 1,4 

•  Hexane  (n) 

•  Petroleum  hydrocarbons  in  non-potable  ground  water 

•  Trichlorofluoromethane 

•  Uranium. 

•  Standards  for  shallow  soil  properties  and  properties  within  30m  of  a  water  body 
have  been  clarified: 

•  Two  new  tables  will  apply  to  shallow  soil  properties 

•  Two  new  tables  will  apply  to  properties  within  30m  of  a  water  body 

•  A  previous  table,  Extract  and  Ground  Water  Standards,  was  removed. 

The  document  "Rationale  for  the  Development  of  Soil  and  Ground  Water  Standards  for 
use  at  Contaminated  Sites  in  Ontario  (December  2009)",  available  at 
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/land/decomm/condition.htm,  describes  the  models 
and  risk  assessment  process  used  to  develop  the  proposed  new  standards  in  detail. 

Section  21.1  of  the  amended  Regulation  153/04  contains  transition  rules  for  standards. 
These  rules  are  described  in  the  fact  sheet  "Implementation  and  Transition". 

The  regulation  O.  Reg.153/04  (Records  of  Site  Condition  -  Part  XV.l  of  the  Act),  made 
under  the  Environmental  Protection  Act,  is  available  at  www.e-laws.gov.on.ca. 

Additional  information  is  also  available  on  the  Brownfields  Ontario  website: 
www.  Ontario .  ca/bro  wnf ields . 
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